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gloomy, unless his spiritual advancement can keep pace with
his scientific attainments.
For securing the spiritual advancement of humanity^
some people depend upon principles rather than personal-
ities. Principles have surely a great value of their own; but
by themselves, they cannot guarantee any spiritual advance-
ment of humanity. There is no dearth of codified principles
in our civilisation. Our libraries are full of beautiful enun-
ciations of the highest principles; but we remain where
we are in spite of these theoretical principles, because we
lack the power to translate them in everyday life. The
great strides in spiritual progress, which humanity has made
in the past, have never been merely through the enuncia'-
tion of principles; and the progress which it has, time and
again, achieved in the past has always come from the Avatars
and the Prophets, who, in the abundance of their Life m
Eternity, released great spiritual energy through personal
example and brought about a radical transformation of the
human mind by infusing it with new faith, enthusiasm anS
vision. Such change in consciousness can only be effected
through the inner awakening brought about by the Masters
of Wisdom.
In Meher Baba, we have the Avatar of our age, for
he not only brings with him the Truth of realisation-
but has the power of imparting it to others.  A man,
who is really thirsty, does not want a description of
water but wants to drink water for himself; in the same:
manner, a msan who is desperately in search of Light is not
content with dry theories and learned guesswork but wants
to have the direct experience of final fulfilment. Such
personal experience is always a gift of the Masters, who have
broken through the bonds of time and who are securely
grounded in the heart of Eternity. One part of the Mission
of Meher Baba is to help men in attaining God-realisation.
God-realisation is not a cheap thing of the market; and one
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